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If we can learn writing 
moves from mentor 
texts, why not learn 
revision moves from 
mentor texts, too? 



An Inspiration: Poetry Locker Signs

● Demystified a form
● Showed students that poets were people, 

too

A Challenge: create a cache of professional 
writers’ revision-in-action to use as revision 
mentor texts



Poetry must have something in it that is barbaric, vast 
and wild. 

Denis Diderot

Poets have been mysteriously silent on the subject of 
cheese.  

G.K. Chesterton

Poetry is like fish: if it's fresh, it's good; if it's stale, it's 
bad; and if you're not certain, try it on the cat. 

Osbert Sitwell

Poetry, like the moon, does not advertise anything. 
William Blissett



Collection #1: 
Writers on Writing (and 

how tough it can be!)



I write a sentence. I read it aloud. I delete the sentence. I look at the clock and wonder if 
it’s too early to think about lunch. I tell myself that, if I can make it to 300 words, I can 
break for lunch. I write another sentence. This one I might like. If I’m lucky, it leads to a 
second sentence. I think: “What is the point of all of this? Is anyone truly happy?” I 
delete the second sentence. I check my email. I have 15 new ones. [...]I write a few more 
sentences. I get seven new emails. These ones following up on the emails that I didn’t 
respond to a few days ago. I think: “What exactly does it mean for something to be 
‘urgent’?” I plead with myself to write at least another 200 words. On the best days, I 
stop pleading, stop bargaining and watch-checking and fall into a rhythm so satisfying 

that I simply forget I’m working. So much of my writing day feels 
like well-digging. Sometimes I dig 200ft down before 
coming back up, dry. Every day I search for water.

-Yaa Gyasi in “My Writing Day” for The Guardian



Collection #2: 
Writers (and friends!) 

Revise



Eduardo C. Corral, “Ceremonial” 
NY Times Book Review

Gary Soto, 
“Talking to Myself” 
The Atlantic



@nyt_diff

DICTION

SYNTAX



Revision questions mentor texts encourage: 
● How can one word change an image or 

shape a perception?
● Which lines can you lose?
● Which lines/sentences/paragraphs 

belong in a different work?



Collection #3: 
Writers (and Friends!) 
Annotate Their Work



Dominic Luxford 
reads “Return to 
Serra Mattu” by 
Arif Gamal in 
“The Aha! 
Moment” column, 
Poets & Writers



The Hamiltome! 
-Lin Manuel Miranda





“Jerry Seinfeld Breaks 
Down a Joke” 
from The Wall Street 
Journal



Revision questions that mentor texts 
encourage: 

● What can I discover by explaining my own 
writing choices?

● What can I discover from a peer reviewer’s 
thoughts on my work?

● What are the qualities of a 
helpful/informative/inspirational 
annotation? 



When students see that the 
work they must do is the work 
professional writers do, too, 
they are one step closer to 
realizing that 
THEY. ARE. WRITERS! 


