
These titles may employ allusion, stimulating the reader's
background knowledge, or they may conjure a quick image. 



"Rosa" by Rita Dove or "Murmuration" by Barbara Crooker or

"Sunset" by Effie Lee Newsome

a single word

do your students struggle to come up
with effective titles for their writing?

Poems provide a rich variety of 
mentor titles for any genre. 

TO INSPIRE TITLES
P O E M S  

preposition
settings

noun +
prepositional

phrase

a participial
phrase

These titles are longer than
the others are an invitation

to ask "why" and "how"



"Getting It Right" by Kevin
Carey



"Acquainted With the Night"

by Robert Frost



"Burning the Old Year" by
Naomi Shihab Nye

These titles are slightly more
focused and specific than

just a prepositional phrase. 



"Evening on the Lawn" 
by Gary Soto



"Child on Top of a

Greenhouse" 
by Theodore Roethke

These titles
tease the reader
with a preview of

the content.



"Spare Parts" by
Trish Dugger

These titles provide instant
transportation for the

reader to a time or place.



"At Blackwater Pond" by
Mary Oliver



"In the Shed" 
by Mary Logue

ADJ + Noun

created by Brett Vogelsinger 
@theVogelman on Twitter




https://poetryarchive.org/poem/rosa/
https://www.garrisonkeillor.com/radio/twa-the-writers-almanac-for-november-25-2021/
https://poets.org/poem/sunset-2
https://www.writersalmanac.org/index.html%3Fp=9166.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47548/acquainted-with-the-night
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48597/burning-the-old-year
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/browse?contentId=41819
https://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/index.php%3Fdate=2013%252F09%252F19.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50822/spare-parts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9KuLMyblfo
https://www.writersalmanac.org/index.html%3Fp=5325.html
https://twitter.com/theVogelman

